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“The Boy Who Lived Forever”: The History and Popularity of Fanfiction

Instructions: Read the article “The Boy Who Lived Forever” by Lev Grossman on the definition, history, and rising popularity of fanfiction.

Before Reading: Write a short paragraph (3-5 sentences) on what you already know about fanfiction and what your experience with it is.

After Reading: Write a short paragraph (3-5 sentences) on what you have learned about fanfiction from reading the article. 

Do you think fanfiction a legal use of other people’s intellectual property because it is created with good intentions and not for profit? Or should it be illegal because it is too close to plagiarism?

Where do you think Sherlock Holmes fits into all this?
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