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Interview an Artifact
Vocabulary

· Deduction: the process of deducing or drawing a conclusion from a principle already known or assumed; spec. in Logic, inference by reasoning from generals to particulars.
· Induction: the process of inferring a general law or principle from the observation of particular instances.
· “deduction, n.” and “induction, n.” OED Online. Oxford University Press, Sep. 2014. Web. 08 Nov. 2014.
Overview

Your task is to investigate the story behind an object from another person’s point of view. You and your team will select an object, record your observations, and use what you see and what you know to describe the object’s history, purpose, and relationship to its owner.


Materials
· 10 numbered objects (I will provide these).

· Interview an Artifact handout

· Writing utensil

· Other tools (ruler, measuring tape, magnifying glass, electronic device, etc.)
Procedures
· Send up a representative to choose an object at random from the bag at the front, then take the object back to your group.
· At the top of the next page, write down what your object is and its corresponding number.
· Answer questions 1-4 on the next page (you may answer the questions as a group).
· Select a representative to present your observations and reasoning to the class.
· After reading through the “official” artifact biography, answer question 5.
Rules

· You may:

· Touch, pick up, and open the object.

· Use any tools you have on your person or that I provide for you to examine the object (e.g. ruler, measuring tape, magnifying glass, etc.).

· Use an electronic device to gather information (e.g. cell phone or music player).

· Talk with your group.

· Answer the questions as a group.

· Ask me Yes or No questions.

· You may not:

· Take apart or break the object (Basically, you are allowed to manipulate the object any way you want so long as you do not have to use a tool or force to do so; that would be breaking the rules).

· Talk with other groups.
Object:_________________________________________________________ Number: _____

1. Observation Notes

Record here basic information about your object. Describe its appearance: color, shape, size, age, brand, any other defining marks or characteristics. Pay attention to your object’s form and speculate about its function. Where do you think it comes from? What is it used for?
2. Personal Notes

What does the object remind you of? What do you already know about things similar to it? How does it connect to your own experiences? What are your hunches about the artifact? In other words, what assumptions do you have about it? 
For example, you may be taking notes on someone's ring and find yourself speculating about how much it costs and whether the owner of the artifact is wealthy.
3. Theorize

Think of a metaphor that describes the object. How does the artifact reflect something you know about its owner? Could you find background material about the artifact? Where would you look? How does the artifact relate to a larger history or culture?
4. Write

Summarize your observations and theories about the object and its relationship to its owner. Who does it belong to? What is that person like? What can you tell about the owner from their belonging?
5. Reflect

Write about what you learned about yourself as an investigator. What are your strengths? Your weaknesses? What assumptions or preconceptions did you find that you had which interfered with your investigating skills? How might you change this?
Adapted from Bonnie Sunstein’s “Interview with an artifact” activity.
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