Martinson 1

“The Observation of Trifles” – The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 

Week 1: January 5 – January 9, 2015

Day 1 (January 6 – 47 minutes): Introduction

Quote: “You see but you do not observe.”

Warm-up: Optical Illusions
· Each group (7 groups of 4) will have a picture to look at.
· It will be in a manila envelope (labelled “Classified: Do Not Open”) on the desks when students enter.
· Note: As this is the first day back from Winter Break, students will be in a seating chart which they will remain in for the rest of the unit. The desks will also be rearranged in groups of four because most of the activities will be group work.

· When class starts, explain instructions

· Take out your notebook and writing utensil. When I say ‘Go,’ you may open the envelope and take out the contents. First—and in silence—look at the image and write down what you see. When I let say so, talk with your group about what you saw. Did you see the same thing? Finally, choose a representative to bring your image up to the doc-cam and tell the class everything you and your group saw.

· Activity: 5 minutes

· Sharing: 5 minutes

· While students are sharing (if not all multiple images have been identified), ask the rest of the class if there’s anything students have missed.
Transition: Now that you’ve warmed up your brains, we’re going to practice your serious induction and deduction skills.
· Students put their notebooks away.

Interview an Artifact

· Pass out assignment sheet.

· Students will send up a representative to choose an object at random from a bag/box.
· The objects will be provided by me and/or fellow teachers (e.g. shoes, jewelry, electronics, sports equipment, etc.)

· Note: Should the objects come from other teachers, I will request a brief written history and use of the object. Otherwise, I will devise the objects’ narratives myself. The objects will also be labelled with bits of tape and numbers.
· After selecting an object, the representative will take the object back to their group.
· Once students have done so, give further instructions.
· Go over the assignment sheet.

· Students will have 20-30 minutes to complete the handout on their object.

· Activity: 20-30 minutes

Homework: None
Day 2 (January 8 – 90 minutes)
Quote: “My name is Sherlock Holmes. It is my business to know what other people do not know.”
Warm-up: Whodunit mystery

· Instructions:
· Read the story on the projector/doc-cam. Then, take out your notebook and answer the question/solve the mystery below. When you think you have the answer, please raise your hand and I will come over and check.
· Activity: 5 minutes

Transition: Students take out their Interview an Artifact handout from last class.
Interview an Artifact: Discussion

· Students will choose one representative to share their findings about their object.

· I will then hand out the artifact biographies for students to read.
· Students will answer question 5 on the handout (Reflect).
· Sharing: 10 minutes

· Activity: 5 minutes

Transition: Students will turn in their Interview an Artifact handout.
KWL Pre-assessment

· On one of the walls will be a long sheet of butcher paper or several poster-size sheets of notepaper. The paper will be labelled “The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle: What I Know, What I Want to Know, What Have I Learned.”

· Students will receive small stacks of sticky notes and instructions.

· Our text for this unit is going to be The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. On your sticky notes, write down what you already know or what you think of when you see the title. 
· Write one fact per note. You do not have to sign the note if you don’t want, although please put the date and the period on the note. Then come up and stick the note to the paper.

· Now write down anything you’re not sure about or any questions you have and stick the note to the paper. 
· Please keep the format the same.

· Activity: 5 minutes

KWL Pre-assessment: Discussion
· Once students have finished, I will read the notes aloud.

· Reflection: Under your warm-up, write down one fact you didn’t previously know and one question you heard that you would like to know the answer to. The question can be your own, but try to pick someone else’s fact.
· Activity: 10 minutes

Transition: Students will return the sticky notes and I will pass out the Case Report assignment packet.
Case Report: Overview

· Go over the assignment and ask if there are any (initial) questions.
· Activity: 5 minutes

Transition: Students will put away the Case Report assignment packet. Ask students to get comfortable if they would like but to keep their notebooks out. Project the essential questions for the unit on the board.
Radio Play: “A Scandal in Bohemia”

· We are going to listen to a radio play version of the first Sherlock Holmes short story “A Scandal in Bohemia” from 1996. 
· Remind students that we will be going over the essential questions afterwards.
· What information and skills do I need to solve a mystery? I need to know:
· What happened?

· Who is involved?

· What is my evidence?

· How do I prove it?
· Play the radio play from computer.
· Activity: 30 minutes

Radio Play: Discussion
· Discuss the radio play: What did they think? Do they have any questions?

· What are your first impressions of Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson? Were you already familiar with the stories/characters or was this your first experience? Was this easier to understand than reading a story? Overall, did you enjoy the radio play? Would you be interested in listening to more?
· Answer the essential questions.
· Call on students, write the answers on the board, and have students copy the answers into their notebook.

· Activity: 10-15 minutes

Transition: Ask students to take out a sheet of paper to turn in.
Exit ticket
· Question: What was gained by listening to this story as a radio play in class? What was lost?

· Activity: 5 minutes
Homework: Skim-read “A Scandal in Bohemia”; read through the Case Report assignment packet.
· I will provide a link students can view at home.

· Ask who will definitely have internet access at home that night.

· If there are students who do not raise their hands (although the offer will be extended to everyone), ask that they come see me after class and I will get them physical copies.

Day 3 (January 9 – 47 minutes)
Quote: “To Sherlock Holmes, she is always the woman.”

Warm-up: Whodunit mystery
· Activity: 5 minutes
Transition: Pass out the Criminal Profile charts and ask students to take out their Case Report assignment packets. Project the template on the board.
Criminal Profiles: Sherlock Holmes

· First, ask if there are any questions about the Case Report.

· Activity: 5 minutes (at most
· Transition: We’re going to practice creating a character profile as a class. Let’s start with Sherlock Holmes.
· Write “Sherlock Holmes” under the “Name” section of the profile.

· Follow the requirements listed on the assignment sheet checklist.

· Write down the students’ responses on the profile.

· Activity: 15 minutes

Criminal Profiles: Irene Adler
· When we have finished Holmes’s profile, give further instructions.

· Now, I want you to work together in your teams to create a profile for Irene Adler. Make sure to include all the information on the assignment sheet in your profile. We’ll be comparing notes later.

· Activity: 20 minutes
· Transition: Ask for attention.
· Have students walk through her profile, making sure students understood the assignment and their information (generally) matches.

· Activity: 7 minutes

Homework: Finish their character profiles for Sherlock Holmes and Irene Adler.

· Add pictures for Sherlock Holmes and Irene Adler.
· Advise students to start one for Dr. Watson.

Week 2: January 12 – January 16, 2015

Day 4 (January 12 – 47 minutes): Plot Elements
Quote: “Come, Watson, come!” he cried. “The game is afoot. Not a word! Into your clothes and come!”

Board: “Open Cases”

· Teams will be listed by number under the title, with the name of a “case” (short story) beside their team. These are the student assignments for the unit.

· Cases will be assigned randomly.

Poster: “Closed Cases.” 

· On February 6, students will come to class and their old cases will be moved to “Closed Cases,” with the note “Closed by Team #.” When students exchange case reports, their team will be “assigned” a new case. At the end of class, when and if students close their new cases, their numbers will be added to “Closed Cases.”

Warm-up: Whodunit mystery 

· Check students’ homework for participation – make sure they finished Holmes and Irene. Stamp for approval.

· Activity: 5-10 minutes

Transition: Pass out the Case Notes template. Students take out their Case Report packets.

Case Work: Reading the stories

· Explain board assignments: each group has been assigned a “case”—a Sherlock Holmes short story from the collection—to use for their Case Report. The cases have been randomly assigned. 

· The objective of this arrangement is to have students become experts on their assigned story, but in segments.

· Students will be reading their stories for the first time in class. They have several options for this:

· They can borrow one of my book copies and read it aloud in their teams.

· They can request printed copies of the story, and either read it aloud or read it individually.

· They can find a version on the internet (all of the stories are in the public domain), and either read it aloud or individually.

· They can listen to an audiobook version on the internet, but they must follow along with a written copy.

· They can listen to one of my radio plays (if available), but they must follow along with a written copy.

· While they are reading, I will recommend they take notes on the plot elements and begin working on their Case Notes (timeline). It is not a priority, but it will save them time later if they begin the work now.

· Additionally, students are encouraged to annotate their stories while reading, either with sticky notes, a website like lit.genius, a Word document, or writing directly on the stories. They will also be encouraged to discuss the story with their team members.

· I do not expect students to finish this before the end of class – an audio recording of the stories takes a least an hour to listen to, so I do not expect students to progress any faster.

· They will have the rest of class to work.

· Activity: 45 minutes

Transition: Clean up and take out a sheet of paper to turn in.

Exit ticket 

· Question: What do you think of the story so far, and/or what is one fact you noticed or note you made while reading?

· Activity: 2 minutes

Homework: None.

Day 5 (January 13 – 47 minutes)

Quote: “You know my method. It is founded upon the observation of trifles.”

Warm-up: Whodunit mystery

· Activity: 5 minutes

Transition: Students take out their stories, their Case Report packets, and their notes from the day before.

Case Work: Finish reading

· Note: Students can move onto the next step as soon as they are ready, so there is not a determined time period for either activity.

· Gauge student progress.

· Finish reading the stories; continue taking notes.

· Activity: 20 minutes

Case Notes (timeline)

· Students will take their notes and work in their teams to complete the timeline.

· I will provide an example for students to look at, to show them what I am looking for.

· Activity: 20 minutes

Transition: Clean up and take out a sheet of paper to turn in.

Exit ticket 

· Question: Were you able to solve the mystery before Holmes did?

· Activity: 2 minutes

Homework: None.

Day 6 (January 15 – 90 minutes)

Quote: “What you do in this world is a matter of no consequence. The question is what can you make people believe you have done.”

Warm-up: Whodunit mystery

· Activity: 5 minutes

Transition: Students take out their stories, their Case Report packets, and their timelines.

Finish the timeline

· Students will take their notes and work in their teams to complete the timeline.

· Activity: 25 minutes

Transition: Pass out or provide access to Criminal Profile templates. Students will take out their completed profiles for Sherlock Holmes and Irene Adler (and possibly one for Dr. Watson).

Criminal Profiles (character analysis)

· I will review the assignment requirements.

· 3 profiles in addition to Sherlock Holmes, Dr. Watson, and Irene Adler.

· For Holmes and Watson, students can either add to their finished profile or create a new one. If they create a new one, it should only include information found within their assigned story and not outside information.

· Don’t forget images for the characters!

· Images can be: original drawings; Sidney Paget illustrations (or another Holmes illustrator); a drawing or image from the Internet; a photograph of a celebrity, an actor in the role, a public domain image, or a student’s own photograph (e.g. if students wanted to dress up as the characters and take a photo, that is perfectly fine).

· If students use an image that is not their own, they need to cite their source.

· The image must match the physical description they provide on the profile. If students find an image they are particularly passionate about that does not match, they may ask for permission to use it.

· I will emphasize including textual evidence, which is crucial to their success on the assignment.

· Students will have the rest of the period to work.

· Activity: 58 minutes

Transition: Clean up and take out a sheet of paper to turn in.

Exit ticket 

· Question: Which characters did you and your team choose to profile? Why did you choose those characters?

· Activity: 2 minutes

Homework: None.

Day 7 (January 16 – 47 minutes)

Quote: “A strange enigma is man.”

Warm-up: Whodunit mystery

· Activity: 5 minutes

Transition: Students take out their stories, their Case Report packets, and their case work so far.

Criminal Profiles (character analysis)

· Students will have the rest of the period to work. They will be expected to have their timelines and all their profiles completed by the end of the period.

· Activity: 40 minutes

Transition: Clean up and take out a sheet of paper to turn in.

Exit ticket 

· Question: Who is your favorite character in your story and why?

· Activity: 2 minutes

Homework: None.

Week 3: January 19 – January 23, 2015

Day 8 (January 22 – 90 minutes): Gathering Evidence
Quote: “The little things are infinitely the most important.”

Warm-up: Whodunit mystery

· Activity: 5 minutes

Transition: Students take out their stories and their Case Report packets.

Evidence Artifact (setting/object)

· Students will recreate an object or document an element of the setting (e.g. a map) from the story. It can either be handcrafted or digitally created, but I do need a physical copy.
· I will recommend that their team projects will be more impressive if they all select different artifacts to create, rather than the same one. Additionally, students cannot all submit the same artifact (e.g. type up a letter from the story print out four copies and turn it in). I will consider it plagiarism and give the team a zero for the assignment.
· Students also need to include a brief reflection on the importance of their artifact to their story and the textual evidence that supported their decisions.

· I will provide an example so students have an idea of what I’m thinking.

· I also included a number of examples from “A Scandal in Bohemia” in the packet to further spark their imaginations.

· Students will have the rest of the period to work.

· Activity: 83 minutes

Transition: Clean up and take out a sheet of paper to turn in.

Exit ticket 

· Question: Do you enjoy creative kinesthetic (hands-on) projects like this? Why or why not?
· Activity: 2 minutes

Homework: None.

Day 9 (January 23 – 47 minutes)

Quote: “There’s the scarlet thread of murder running through the colorless skein of life, and our duty is to unravel it, and isolate it, and expose every inch of it.”

Warm-up: Whodunit mystery

· Activity: 5 minutes

Transition: Pass out copies of the chapter from The Science of Sherlock Holmes and a Key Word/Topic Notes organizer. Project the organizer on the board.

· “Chapter 5: Disguise and the Detective”

Reading Nonfiction: Victorian forensic science

· Setting a purpose

· Remind students of the essential questions.

· We will be looking to answer these questions while we read.

· Activity: 2 minutes

· Preview

· Students will glance through the pages quickly and look for:

· The title and the introductory information near the title (e.g. the quote)

· The first and last paragraphs

· The headings

· Any names, dates, words, or terms set in bold type or that are repeated

· Any bulleted lists

· Any photos, maps, or pictures and their captions (include pictures from centerfold if they are relevant)

· They will make basic annotations (underlining, question marks, and stars) while previewing.

· Activity: 5 minutes

· Bring class back together.

· Sharing: Tell me something you learned from your preview.

· 5-10 things 
· Definitely need a definition of the chapter topic (for organizer).

· How both criminals and detectives have used disguises to evade suspicion, and how detectives saw through criminals’ disguises using Sherlockian methods of observation and deduction.

· Activity: 5 minutes

· We will read through the first couple of paragraphs as a class—I will read aloud, or allow students to read if they would like to volunteer. We will pause and start filling in the organizer (board=paper). 

· We will also practice making connections—by looking at Wagner’s references to the original stories and see if she mentions anything we included on our KWL chart, and any other connections students mention.

· We will work as a class until students seem to have a grasp of the task.

· Activity: 20 minutes

· Students can then work in their small groups to read the chapter and complete the organizer.

· I do not expect students to be able to complete assignment before the end of class, so we will finish reading next time.

· Activity: 10 minutes.

Homework: None.

Week 4: January 26 – January 30, 2015

Day 10 (January 26 – 47 minutes): Research Week

Quote: “I am not the law, but I represent justice so far as my feeble powers go.”

Warm-up: Whodunit mystery

· Activity: 5 minutes

Transition: Students take out their copies of “Disguise and the Detective” and their Key Word/Topic Notes organizer.

Reading Nonfiction: Finishing the chapter

· Students will spend the rest of the period finishing their reading of the chapter and completing their organizer.

· Activity: 40 minutes

Transition: Clean up and take out a sheet of paper to turn in.

Exit ticket 

· Question: What are some questions you have about forensic science that you would like to know more about?

· Activity: 2 minutes

Homework: None.

Day 11 (January 27 – 47 minutes)

Quote: “Crime is common. Logic is rare. Therefore it is upon the logic rather than upon the crime that you should dwell.”

Warm-up: Whodunit mystery

· Activity: 5 minutes

Transition: Students keep out their notebooks and take out their Case Report packets while I pass out the Topic Proposal form.

Research Report: Topic Proposal

· Go over the assignment.

· Activity: 5 minutes

· First, jot down some elements of the stories, the era, or the science that you are interested in or would like to learn more about.

· Activity: 5 minutes

· Talk with your group about your ideas. Individually, come up with some research questions you could try to answer. 

· Ex. How was blood analyzed in the 1800s and how did the police use it to solve crimes? Who was Sir Arthur Conan Doyle? What was it like to be a Victorian woman?

· Activity: 10 minutes

· Do some preliminary research. You can use your electronic device, the computers we have available, and my books. Add any additional details to your question or facts you learn. At this point in the activity, it is acceptable to just Google information and use sources like Wikipedia.

· Activity: 15 minutes

· With the remaining time, take all of your questions and information and write a Topic Proposal. This is what you are going to write your Research Report on.

· Activity: 5 minutes

Transition: Clean up and take out a sheet of paper to turn in.

Exit ticket 

· Question: Do you enjoy creative kinesthetic (hands-on) projects like this? Why or why not?

· Activity: 2 minutes

Homework: Finish the topic proposal.

Day 12 (January 29 – 90 minutes)

Quote: “What one man can invent another can discover.”

Warm-up: Whodunit mystery

· Activity: 5 minutes

Transition: We will go to the computer lab for the remainder of the class period (10 minutes).
Research Report: Work time
· Students need to have out their Case Report packets, their topic proposals, and their notes from last class.

· I will provide students with a website on research strategies (Purdue OWL?) and some suggested websites for their research.

· Students will have the rest of the period to work.

· Activity: 73 minutes
Transition: Clean up and take out a sheet of paper to turn in.

Exit ticket 

· Question: What is one source you found useful during your research today?
· Activity: 2 minutes

Homework: None.

Day 13 (January 30 – 47 minutes)

Quote: “I never guess. It is a shocking habit — destructive to the logical faculty.”

Warm-up: Whodunit mystery

· Activity: 5 minutes

Transition: We will go to the computer lab for the remainder of the class period (10 minutes).
Research Report: Work time
· Students need to have out their Case Report packets, their topic proposals, and their notes from last class.

· I will provide students with a website on MLA citation strategies (Purdue OWL).

· Students will have the rest of the period to work.

· Activity: 30 minutes
Transition: Clean up and take out a sheet of paper to turn in.

Exit ticket 

· Question: Provide an MLA citation of one of your sources for your project.
· Activity: 2 minutes

Homework: None.
Week 5: February 2 – February 6, 2015

Day 14 (February 2 – 47 minutes): Wrap-up for Original Stories
Quote: “Any truth is better than indefinite doubt.”

Warm-up: Whodunit mystery

· Activity: 5 minutes

Transition: We will go to the computer lab for the remainder of the class period (10 minutes).
Research Report: Work time
· Students need to have out their Case Report packets and their research work so far.

· Students will have the rest of the period to work and write their research reports.

· Activity: 30 minutes
Transition: Clean up and take out a sheet of paper to turn in.

Exit ticket 

· Question: Provide an MLA citation of one of your sources for your project.
· Activity: 2 minutes

Homework: Bring all work on Case Report to class next time.
Day 15 (February 3 – 47 minutes)

Quote: “You know my methods. Apply them.”
Warm-up: Whodunit mystery

· Activity: 5 minutes

Transition: Students need to take out their Case Report packets and all their work so far.
Case Work: Put together portfolios
· Students will have the rest of the period to compile their Case Reports.
· They are due at the end of class.
· Activity: 42 minutes
Homework: None.

Day 16 (February 5 – 90 minutes)

Quote: “It’s a rare challenge, both for the audience and an actor, to take part in something with this level of intelligence and wit. You have to really enjoy it. It’s a form of mental and physical gymnastics.”
Warm-up: Whodunit mystery

· Activity: 5 minutes

Transition: Pass out the “Trading Case Reports” note sheet. I will redistribute Case Reports to the groups.

· I will go through the Case Reports and select the “best” ones from each story the day before. I will give students these portfolios to work with in order to maximize their success while minimizing their opportunities for confusion. Where I can, I will cover up or remove the student’s name on the portfolios to keep it as anonymous as I can.

Investigation: Trading Case Reports

· I will go over the note sheet and expectations for solving another team’s case.

· Students need to work together to solve the mystery—they only have one portfolio to look at, so they need to share.

· Students may not use outside sources or tools to solve the case. They can only use what is provided in the portfolio. They may ask me questions, but I will not give them answers (I may be able to guide their thinking in a particular direction, and I will certainly clarify any points of confusion in the assignment).

· Students will use their note sheet from today to write their Police Statement (reflection) tomorrow.

· Activity: 5 minutes

· Students will have the rest of the period to work on activity.

· Activity: 78 minutes

Transition: Clean up and take out a sheet of paper to turn in.

Exit ticket 

· Question: Did you solve the mystery?
· Activity: 2 minutes

Homework: Case Reports due next time.

Day 17 (February 6 – 47 minutes)

Quote: “It is a capital mistake to theorize before you have all the evidence. It biases the judgment.”
Warm-up: Whodunit mystery

· Activity: 5 minutes

Transition: Students need to take out their Case Reports, packets, and their notes from last period on trading cases.
Police Statement: Write a reflection

· Students will have the rest of the period to write their Police Statement and add it to their Case Reports.

· Activity: 42 minutes

Homework: Final Case Reports due next time.

· Students will have the option to turn in their Final Case Reports early, but the final due date is next Monday on February 9, 2015.
Week 6: February 9 – February 13, 2015

Day 18 (February 9 – 47 minutes): Introduction to Holmes Today

Quote: “I had no idea that such individuals exist outside of stories.”

Warm-up: Whodunit mystery

· Activity: 5 minutes

Transition: Students clear off their desks.
Holmes Today Discussion
· Explain the next part of the unit: Now that we’ve looked at the original stories, we’re going to examine how and why Sherlock Holmes is still popular and easily adaptable today. 
· Class discussion; suggested questions:

· What do you like, or what do you think other people like, about the Sherlock Holmes stories?
· Is Sherlock Holmes a likeable character? What makes him likeable?
· Why is Dr. Watson a good narrator? Is he likeable too? Is he necessary to the stories?
· How have the stories shaped modern forensics?
· Where do you see Sherlock Holmes’s influence in popular culture today?
· Examples: the mystery genre/detective fiction; mystery section labels; quotes; products; TV shows (CSI, Law and Order, Psych, Monk, House, The Mentalist, Perception, Elementary, Sherlock).

· Keep track of students’ thoughts on the board.

· Activity: 20 minutes

Transition: Pull up YouTube on the computer and set up projector/Smart board for viewing.

Video Clips: Sherlock Holmes’s Popularity

· We will watch some video clips that talk about the popularity of Sherlock Holmes. We will watch as many as we have time for. In order of importance:

· “Top 10 Sherlock Holmes Portrayals”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mSdTl4fYyLk, 8:43

· “The continuing popularity of Sherlock Holmes”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D7GftnHq2G4, 6:45

· “Super Sleuth Scientist: Sherlock Holmes”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d67num8cp_c, 2:22

· “Why is the Sherlock Holmes character so popular”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HROYjGzkMtw, 1:29

· Activity: 20 minutes

Transition: Clean up and take out a sheet of paper to turn in. Pass out Extra Credit Opportunity assignment sheet.

Exit ticket 

· Question: What are 1-2 things you learned about Sherlock Holmes in popular culture today?
· Activity: 2 minutes

Homework: None.

Day 19 (February 10 – 47 minutes): Compare and Contrast Then and Now

Quote: “‘Excellent!’ I cried. ‘Elementary,’ said he.”

Warm-up: Whodunit mystery

· Activity: 5 minutes

Transition: Pass out copies of the scene from The Sign of the Four and the Compare/Contrast handout and prep video on my computer (either on Netflix or my personal file).

Compare/Contrast Activity

· Explain instructions/short selection reading.

· First we are going to read through the selection from the novel, The Sign of the Four. I will provide a bit of context for the opening of the story, then begin reading it aloud.

· While we are reading, students need to underline Holmes’s observations and deductions (e.g., the watch has scratches, which means Watson’s brother was an alcoholic).

· Activity: 10 minutes

· Transition: Open video.

· Ask how many students have seen Sherlock before (raise their hands) and provide them with some context for the scene.

· Sherlock and John have agreed to move in together when the police come and ask Sherlock to come to a crime scene. On the taxi ride to the site, John asks Sherlock how he knew things about him—that he had just returned from Afghanistan, he was an army doctor, he has a psychosomatic limp, John’s sibling. Sherlock sets about explaining how he came to his conclusions through flashbacks.
· Watch the scene.

· Activity: 10 minutes (3-5 for instructions, 5-7 for watching the clip).

· After the clip, debrief. Address any questions or confusions students had and let them describe their reactions to a 21st century Holmes and what they noticed in the video that they think makes this version for popular.

· Activity: 5 minutes.

· Transition: Have students look at their Compare/Contrast handout.

· Explain the instructions.

· On one side of the chart, label it “The Sign of the Four.” On the other, label it “Sherlock: A Study in Pink.” Then fill out details in each of the three columns. The center section will be what the two versions had in common.

· What I’m looking for: As usual, I would like to focus on characterization, but it is important to note writer/director choices and how the adaptation has… well, adapted.
· I will give an example for each section on the board.

· In The Sign of the Four, Holmes is analyzing a watch. In A Study in Pink, Sherlock is analyzing a cell phone, among other things. Both objects belong to a close relative named H. Watson.

· Activity: 15 minutes

Transition: Clean up and take out a sheet of paper to turn in. Pass out copies of “The Boy Who Lived Forever” with instructions.

Exit ticket 

· Question: What was the most interesting or intriguing similarity between the two scenes and why?

· Activity: 2 minutes

Homework: Read the article “The Boy Who Lived Forever” by Lev Grossman and complete the handout.
Day 20 (February 12 – 90 minutes): Introduction to Fanfiction

Quote: “Life is infinitely stranger than anything which the mind of man could invent.”

Warm-up: Whodunit mystery

· Check students’ homework for completion. Stamp for approval.

· Activity: 5 minutes

Transition: Pull up YouTube and video on my computer as students put away their notebooks and have out “The Boy Who Lived Forever.” 

The History of Fanfiction

· In small groups, have students share their before and after impressions of the article and fanfiction.

· Activity: 10 minutes

· Reconvene as a class and have students share out what they discussed in their groups. Additionally, ask students if they have any questions about fanfiction. Keep track of what students are sharing on the white board and answer questions if possible.

· Activity: 10 minutes

· Play video for students.

· “How Did Sherlock Holmes Pave the Way for 50 Shades of Grey?”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=beJdVmiQijM 

· Activity: 6 minutes

Transition: Pass out Compare/Contrast handouts.

Reading Fanfiction

· Instructions:

· Now we’re going to look at examples of Sherlock Holmes fanfiction. On the table up front, you will find six stories to choose from. In small groups, choose two stories to look at and read them (remind students of expectations for reading in class from Week 2). Then fill out the handout just like we did yesterday. Think about what the authors have changed and what they have kept the same about the original stories in the new adaptations.
· Story choices:

· Alan Bradley, “You’d Better Go in Disguise”

· Neil Gaiman, “The Case of Death and Honey”
· Jacqueline Winspear, “A Spot of Detection”
· A Study in Sherlock (anthology)
· Stephen King, “The Doctor’s Case”

· Vonda N. McIntyre, “The Adventure of the Field Theorems”

· The Improbable Adventures of Sherlock Holmes (anthology)
· Loren D. Estleman, “Dr. and Mrs. Watson at Home: A Comedy in One Unnatural Act”

· The Perils of Sherlock Holmes (collection)
· Activity: 40 minutes

Transition: Pass out the Adaptations Project assignment packet. 
Adaptations Project: Overview

· Go over the assignment and ask if there are any (initial) questions.

· Activity: 5 minutes

Transition: Take out notebooks.

Brainstorming

· Students can use the rest of class to begin brainstorming ideas for their short stories. They may talk in their groups.

· Activity: 10 minutes

Homework: Bring in any ideas, outlines, and/or rough drafts of your story to class next time.

Day 21 (February 13 – 47 minutes): Computer Work Day
Quote: “Now is the dramatic moment of fate, Watson, when you hear a step upon the stair which is walking into your life, and you know not whether for good or ill.”

Warm-up: Whodunit mystery

· Check students’ homework for completion – make sure they have brought potential ideas to write about. Stamp for approval.

· Activity: 5 minutes

Transition: We will go to the computer lab for the remainder of the class period (10 minutes).
Short Story: Work time
· Students need to have out their Assignment packets, their ideas and outlines, and their notes from last class.

· Students will have the rest of the period to work.

· Activity: 30 minutes
Transition: Clean up and take out a sheet of paper to turn in.

Exit ticket 

· Question: In 1-2 sentences, what is your story about?
· Activity: 2 minutes

Homework: Bring a rough draft of your fanfiction (either typed or handwritten) to class next Tuesday (February 16, 2015).
Week 7: February 16 – February 20, 2015

Day 22 (February 17 – 47 minutes): Peer Workshop

Quote: “I am lost without my Boswell.”
Warm-up: Whodunit mystery

· Check students’ homework for completion – make sure they have brought a completed rough draft of their short story. Stamp for approval.

· Activity: 5 minutes

Transition: Pass out two copies each of the Peer Evaluation form.
Peer Evaluation

· Students will be placed in groups of three and trade stories. 

· They will read through each other’s stories and complete one evaluation form per story. 

· On group assignments: I will place students in groups based on their individual skill levels. There will be eight groups of three and one group of four because there are 28 students in my class, unless there are any absences. 

· If they finish early, they may share their thoughts in a group or begin revising.

· Activity: 42 minutes

Homework: Bring a typewritten final draft of your story to class next time. If you have not done so already, choose a partner or small group to work with and decide how you want to record your short story.

Day 23 (February 19 – 90 minutes): Recording Studio

Quote: “It is only goodness which gives extras, and so I say again that we have much to hope from the flowers.”

Warm-up: Whodunit mystery

· Check students’ homework for completion – make sure they have brought a final draft of their short story. Stamp for approval.

· Activity: 5 minutes

Transition: Have students pick up a laptop or other electronic device from the front of the classroom, turn it on, and log in to their account. When they have done so, have students tilt their screens to 45 degrees so I know they are ready (10 minutes).

Recording: Work time

· Students need to have out their Assignment packets and their final drafts.

· Students will have the rest of class to record readings of their short stories on their laptops using the free program Audacity.

· I will be walking around checking on students’ progress and answering questions about the program, the style of their recording, and how to obtain additional sound material from free use websites.

· If it becomes too loud in the classroom or students ask, they will be given the option to go into the hall, to the computer lab next door, or the library to record their stories.

· Activity: 75 minutes

Homework: Finish recording and email me a final product in the form of an mp3 file.

Day 24 (February 20 – 47 minutes): Final Products

Quote: “‘You know,’ I answered, with some emotion, for I had never seen so much of Holmes’s heart before, ‘that it is my greatest joy and privilege to help you.’”

Warm-up: Whodunit mystery

· Activity: 5 minutes

Transition: Students turn in their short stories – this includes their planning, rough draft, peer evaluations, and final draft – then put everything else away.

Listening Time

· Pass out a sticky note to each student and give instructions.

· We’re going to spend some time listening to the stories you have all worked so hard on. If you would like to volunteer your story to be heard, write your name, the title of your story, and how long it is on the sticky note, fold it up, then put it in the hat at the front. You don’t have to volunteer your story if you don’t want to. After everyone is done, I’ll draw notes from the hat and those are the stories we’ll listen to. We’ll try to get through as many as we can, but we may not have time for all of them. Questions?
· Place a top hat on the front desk and let students write.

· Activity: 5 minutes

· Draw notes at random and pull the files up on my computer.

· Make sure students are quiet, then play the file.

· Activity: Rest of class (35 minutes)

Transition: Clean up and take out a sheet of paper to turn in.

Exit ticket 

· Question: What was your favorite story that you listened to and why?

· Activity: 2 minutes

Homework: None.

End of Unit
