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Thesis Title: The Observation of Trifles: Educational Unit Plan on The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes for Ninth Grade
1. Explanation of interest in subject.
Sherlock Holmes has been a passion of mine since I was 14, when I was finally at a place in my reading development to really appreciate the stories and characters. I think I liked the stories before I even read them—Disney’s The Great Mouse Detective, which is inspired by Sherlock Holmes, used to be my favorite movie when I was little. I love the setting and the puzzles, but I love the dynamic and friendship between Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson most of all. Their characters complement each other so well. In addition to the original short stories and novels, I have read many other works, both fictional and scholarly, and seen many cinematic and dramatic adaptations. 
Because I love these stories and characters so much, and because they have had such a profound effect on all aspects of my life, I would love to share this passion with others. I think it would be an appropriate channeling of my passion and knowledge to find a way to encourage my future students to appreciate Doyle’s characters, stories, and the genre itself, as well as the cultural impact Sherlock Holmes has had around the world. Additionally, it will be useful to practice creating unit plans because it is valuable and ultimately necessary skill in my future profession.

2. The central themes and research questions.

I am designing this unit plan for ninth grade students. The essential question at the heart of my unit is, “What skills do I need to solve a mystery?” This question is then broken down into four parts, each one addressing a particular skill and question that needs to be answered. These are:
· What happened?

· Who is involved?

· What is my evidence?

· How do I prove it?

Each question correlates to a reading/writing skill in order to answer it. Although I have not yet worked out an activity to answer the first question, the other three are character analysis, research project, and a persuasive essay. This part of the unit will utilize 6-12 short stories from the first collection of Arthur Conan Doyle’s stories, The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes. This will be students’ authentic text for the unit.

Additionally, the final week of my unit will address a second essential question: “How do I engage with the world?” This part of the unit will concern the many incarnations of Sherlock Holmes since his inception 127 years ago, primarily the three newest dramatic adaptations: Guy Ritchie’s Sherlock Holmes and Sherlock Holmes: Game of Shadows, BBC’s Sherlock, and CBS’s Elementary. Students will create a project in a genre of their choice and post it on the World Wide Web. 

The unit will be structured around a central mystery I will create for students to solve. Although I am still working out the details of this mystery, it will feature a crime and utilize the stories as necessary pieces of evidence students must carefully and critically read in order to solve the mystery. The final project for the unit will be a “case report”—a portfolio containing all of their work for the unit. There will be some leniency in what form students choose to turn in the portfolio and will contain notes, daily classwork, homework, and polished final products answering the four questions above. These will take the forms of (minus the first question): criminal profiles, notated evidence, and a final persuasive essay arguing beyond a reasonable doubt who the criminal is and how the evidence proves this. Students will also include a hard copy and reflection for their electronic project engaging with the world.



For my research base, I will begin by rereading The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes from a large illustrated collection and selecting which stories I would like to include. I have two texts on the minutiae of Sherlock Holmes, Arthur Conan Doyle, and Victorian England, as well as a text on 19th century forensic science. To construct the overarching mystery, I will consult a mystery-writing guide and for smaller activities and other advice, I will consult a book I am currently reading for my Teaching Methods class. To help students get in the proper mindset, I will combine my activities with techniques from a book which teaches you how to think like Sherlock Holmes. I also have two interactive texts with tangible artifacts to use as examples for the final case report. Finally, the Colorado Department of Education Academic Standards will inform my decisions on additional outcomes for students. 
3. Major tasks that must be completed.
One of my biggest hurdles will be crafting the overarching mystery and planting clues for students to find in order to solve a crime in the style of Sherlock Holmes. However, I am willing to take on the challenge because I believe it will engage students more.

Another major hurdle will be outlining the entire unit. I work best when I know where I am going and I think the best way to finish this project in time will be to have a firm grasp of what I want to do and where I want to go with this unit. 


It will also be difficult trying to make the stories relevant and relatable to ninth grade students because the language is archaic and the main character not exactly relatable. I think the best way to accomplish this will be through the overarching mystery and later discussing the various adaptations of the stories still being produced today.

4. List of resources that are needed.
Adams, Guy, ed. and Arthur Conan Doyle. The Case Files of Sherlock Holmes. New York: Fall River Press, 2009. Print.
Colorado Department of Education. Colorado Academic Standards: Reading, Writing, and Communicating. Colorado Department of Education, 2010. PDF file.
Doyle, Arthur Conan. The Original Illustrated Sherlock Holmes. Secaucus: Castle Books, 1976. Print.

Doyle, Steven and David A. Crowder. Sherlock Holmes for Dummies. Hoboken: Wiley Publishing Inc., 2010. Print.
Konnikova, Maria. Mastermind: How to Think Like Sherlock Holmes. New York: Penguin Group Inc., 2013. Print.
Riley, Dick and Pam McAllister. The Bedside, Bathtub and Armchair Companion to Sherlock Holmes. New York: The Continuum Publishing Company, 1999. Print.
Roberts, Gillian. You Can Write a Mystery. Cincinnati: Writer’s Digest Books, 1999. Print.

Smagorinsky, Peter. Teaching English by Design: How to Create and Carry Out Instructional Units. Portsmouth: Heinemann, 2008. Print.
Swierczynski, Duane, ed. The Crimes of Dr. Watson: An Interactive Sherlock Holmes Mystery. Philadelphia: Quirk Books, 2007. Print.

Wagner, E.J. The Science of Sherlock Holmes. Hoboken: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 2006. Print.

5. A timeline to completion.
Present-September 19th: Develop essential questions; select a location for Setting and Context; select texts; outline unit; outline overarching mystery.
September 20th-September 26th: Setting and Context; Unit Calendar; overarching mystery; begin lesson planning; submit Thesis Improvement Grant form by September 26th. 
September 27th -October 3rd: Setting and Context; Unit Calendar; lesson planning.
October 4th -October 10th: Lesson planning.
October 11th -October 17th: Lesson planning.
October 18th -October 24th: Lesson planning.
October 25th -October 30th: Lesson planning; begin assembling penultimate draft for submission.
October 31st: Submit Penultimate Draft to my committee.
November 1st -November 13th: Make revisions to the penultimate draft; select a presentation date; book a room; begin practicing for oral presentation. 
November 14th: Oral presentation (final date to be determined based on my and my committee’s schedules).
November 15th -December 14th (4 Weeks): Make revisions; assemble final copy; complete thesis evaluation form.
December 15th - December 19th: Submit final copy and thesis evaluation form to the Honors Office (final date to be determined).
6. Description of final project.
My final product will be a 4-6 week educational unit plan for teaching The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes to ninth grade students. This will include a settings and context for my imaginary classroom, a calendar, daily lesson plans, project assignment sheets, rubrics, work sheets, copies of the stories, and examples of the type of work I am looking for. It will address differentiation and include suggested accommodations for students across the board in terms of learning speed and style. 
