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“Sherlock Holmes Today” Final
Adaptations Project
Background
Scotland Yard wants to raise awareness for the department by publishing a series of short stories about its most famous associate and they have asked you to contribute. The department is going to collect the stories into an anthology and post recordings of the stories on Scotland Yard’s official website. The only requirement: your work must be inspired by Sherlock Holmes. 

We will be doing most of this work in class, but anything you do not finish will need to be completed outside of class.
Purpose

To show that Sherlock Holmes is still popular with and relevant to audiences around the world today; and to have students engage with the world like the adaptations engage with us.
Essential Questions 

· How has Sherlock Holmes influenced popular culture?
· How can I engage with another author’s work in a new way?

· How can I present my work to a wider audience?

Materials
There are two components you need to include in your final project. These are:

· Short Story
· Podcast
More information on each component is included below.

Short Story

You will compose a 3-8 page (single space, size 12, Times New Roman) short story using the Sherlock Holmes stories as inspiration. You can write an additional adventure of the stories (i.e. it is still set in the Victorian era with the same characters and same news, but it would be a new story); a story for one of the adaptations like Sherlock or House; or something else entirely—so long as it is inspired by the original stories. This component is worth 25 points. Make sure to consult the rubric in order to earn full credit!
If you’re having trouble coming up with an idea or starting your story, here are some websites that may help you:

· List of short story prompts and ideas: http://www.creative-writing-now.com/short-story-ideas.html
· “How to Start a Short Story”: http://www.wikihow.com/Start-a-Story
· How to write a strong opening line: http://www.darcypattison.com/revision/opening-lines/ 

· Imagined correspondence between Sherlock Holmes characters: http://www.columbian.com/news/2013/oct/28/sherlock-holmes-inspires-imagined-correspondence/
Podcast
You may work with a partner or in a small group to record a reading of your short story. You have two options for how to style your recording: you may record it like an audiobook (one reader, reading includes description and dialogue, no additional sounds) or like a radio play (multiple readers, mainly dialogue, includes sound effects/music). Regardless of which option you choose, this component is worth 25 points. Make sure to consult the rubric in order to earn full credit!

Due Dates

An mp3 of your podcast must be emailed to me by the end of the day on February 19, 2015. Your work on your short story—including your planning, rough draft, peer evaluations, final draft, and self evaluation—are due at the beginning of class on February 20, 2015. This project is worth 55 points total. Make sure to consult the rubric in order to earn full credit! 
Short Story: Rubric 
	
	5 points
	4 points
	3 points
	2-1 points

	Inspiration

5 points
	The story is clearly influenced by the Sherlock Holmes stories with many allusions, both obvious and subtle, to the originals.
	The story is influenced by the Sherlock Holmes stories.
	The story seems to be influenced by the Sherlock Holmes stories, but it is not always clear.
	The story does not appear to be influenced by the Sherlock Holmes stories.

	
	10 points
	9-8 points
	7-6 points
	5-0 points

	Short Story Writing
10 points
	There is one clear, well-focused topic. Main idea stands out and is supported by detailed information. 

The story is told with exactly the right amount of detail throughout. It does not seem too short or too long.

There is an appropriate amount of dialogue and it is always clear which character is speaking.
	Main idea is clear but the supporting information is general. 

The story composition is typically good, though it seems to drag somewhat OR need slightly more detail in one or two sections.

There is too much dialogue, but it is always clear which character is speaking.
	Main idea is somewhat clear but there is a need for more supporting information.

The story seems to need more editing. It is noticeably too long or too short in more than one section. 

There is not quite enough dialogue, but it is always clear which character is speaking.
	The main idea is not clear. There is a seemingly random collection of information.

The story needs extensive editing. It is significantly too long or too short. It is not clear which character is speaking.

	
	5 points
	4 points
	3 points
	2-1 points

	Problem and Solution
5 points
	It is very easy for the reader to understand the problem the main characters face and why it is a problem.
The solution to the character’s problem is easy to understand, and is logical. There are no loose ends.
	It is fairly easy for the reader to understand the problem the main characters face and why it is a problem.
The solution to the character’s problem is easy to understand, and is somewhat logical.
	It is fairly easy for the reader to understand the problem the main characters face but it is not clear why it is a problem.
The solution to the character\'s problem is a little hard to understand.
	It is not clear what problem the main characters face.
No solution is attempted or it is impossible to understand.

	
	5 points
	4 points
	3 points
	2-1 points

	Neatness/Organization

5 points
	The final draft is readable, clean, neat, and attractive. The story is very well organized. One idea or scene follows another in a logical sequence with clear transitions. No spelling or grammatical errors.
	The final draft is readable, neat, and attractive. The story is pretty well organized. One idea or scene may seem out of place. Clear transitions are used. 1-2 spelling or grammatical errors.
	The final draft is readable. The story is a little hard to follow. The transitions are sometimes not clear.  3-4 spelling and/or grammatical errors.
	The final draft is not neat or attractive. Ideas and scenes seem to be randomly arranged. More than 4 spelling and/or grammatical errors that affect understanding.

	Subtotal:
	
	
	
	


Final Score:                  /25 points

Podcast – Audiobook: Rubric 
	
	10 points
	9-8 points
	7-6 points
	5-0 points

	Delivery
10 points
	The reader uses an appropriate volume and articulates every word clearly, so it is easy to understand. There is a distinction by using different voices made between characters’ dialogue. The reader uses inflections and emphasis correctly to make the story interesting to listen to.
	The reader generally uses an appropriate volume, but occasionally is too loud or too soft. A few words are hard to understand, but do not affect understanding. There is a distinction made between characters’ dialogue. The reader mostly uses inflections and emphasis correctly.
	The reader’s volume varies throughout. Several words are hard to understand, and may affect understanding. There are rare distinctions made between characters’ dialogue. The reader sometimes speaks in a monotone.
	The reader’s volume varies throughout. Several words are hard to understand and affect the listener’s understanding. There are no distinctions made between characters’ dialogue. The reader speaks in a monotone more than half the time.

	
	10 points
	9-8 points
	7-6 points
	5-0 points

	Audio Quality
10 points
	The recording is smooth and clear—there are no moments of static, noticeable pauses or cuts, or outside sounds. There are no mistakes when reading the story.
	The recording is clear, but there may be a few gaps in quality—a burst of static or outside sounds underscoring the reader. There may be 1-2 mistakes when reading the story.
	There are several gaps in audio quality, but the reading is still understandable. There may be 3-4 mistakes when reading the story.
	There are noticeable gaps in quality that affect the listener’s understanding. There may be more than 4 mistakes when reading the story.

	
	5 points
	4 points
	3 points
	2-1 points

	Length
5 points
	The recording is between 10 and 30 minutes and is just as long as it needs to be.
	The recording is between 10 and 30 minutes, but may have empty air on one end of the recording.
	The recording is between 10 and 30 minutes, but seems to run long and may have empty air on one or both ends of the recording.
	The recording is less than 10 minutes or greater than 30 minutes.

	Subtotal:
	
	
	
	


Score:                  /25 points
Podcast – Radio Play: Rubric 
	
	10 points
	9-8 points
	7-6 points
	5-0 points

	Delivery

10 points
	The reader(s) uses an appropriate volume and articulates every word clearly, so it is easy to understand. There is a distinction by using different voices made between characters’ dialogue. The reader(s) uses inflections and emphasis correctly to make the story interesting to listen to.
	The reader(s) generally uses an appropriate volume, but occasionally is too loud or too soft. A few words are hard to understand, but do not affect understanding. There is a distinction made between characters’ dialogue. The reader(s) mostly uses inflections and emphasis correctly.
	The reader(s)’ volume varies throughout. Several words are hard to understand, and may affect understanding. There are rare distinctions made between characters’ dialogue. The reader(s) sometimes speaks in a monotone.
	The reader(s)’ volume varies throughout. Several words are hard to understand and affect the listener’s understanding. There are no distinctions made between characters’ dialogue. The reader(s) speaks in a monotone more than half the time.

	
	10 points
	9-8 points
	7-6 points
	5-0 points

	Audio Quality

10 points
	The recording is smooth and clear—there are no moments of static, noticeable pauses or cuts, or outside sounds. There are no mistakes when reading the story.
	The recording is clear, but there may be a few gaps in quality—a burst of static or outside sounds underscoring the reader. There may be 1-2 mistakes when reading the story.
	There are several gaps in audio quality, but the reading is still understandable. There may be 3-4 mistakes when reading the story.
	There are noticeable gaps in quality that affect the listener’s understanding. There may be more than 4 mistakes when reading the story.

	
	5 points
	4 points
	3 points
	2-1 points

	Additional Material
5 points
	Additional sounds are included. They make sense and enhance the story, helping convey action and setting where dialogue cannot.
	Additional sounds are included. They make sense and enhance the story.
	Additional sounds are included, but they do not always make sense OR often overwhelm the reading of the story and make it hard to understand.
	No additional sounds OR the sounds overpower the reading and affect understanding.

	
	5 points
	4 points
	3 points
	2-1 points

	Length

5 points
	The recording is between 10 and 30 minutes and is just as long as it needs to be.
	The recording is between 10 and 30 minutes, but may have empty air on one end of the recording.
	The recording is between 10 and 30 minutes, but seems to run long and may have empty air on one or both ends of the recording.
	The recording is less than 10 minutes or greater than 30 minutes.

	Subtotal:
	
	
	
	


Score:                  /25 points
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